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From the Watchung Hills Elks Lodge 885
Exalted Ruler’s Message
- Danny Larsen, PER
As the Elk year comes to a close I look
back and see that our Lodge has had
an active and productive year; at this
time Watchung Hills Lodge 885 is first
for ENF donations in the Central
District, we have a plus in Membership
and our Lodge is very active in District
Events and Fundraisers.
It is our membership that makes all this
happen and keeps us moving along and I would like to
thank each and everyone of you for all the things that
you do.

proud of our accomplishments and work together to
keep our Lodge successful and enjoyable.
And lastly, Thank You all for allowing me to act as the
“Executive Responsible” ER for these past several
years. I have learned so much about our Lodge, our
Members, human interaction and most of all about
myself. I hope we are all better for the experience; I
know I am.
I hope to see you all around the Lodge and around the
District!
Keep up the Good Work.

March is the beginning of Spring; warmer weather,
daffodils, cherry blossoms and tulips remind us the cycle
of life is reborn as the beauty of nature unfolds before
us.

Respectfully Yours
Danny Larsen

March is also the month of St Patrick’s Day when
everyone is Irish, at least for the day or week depending
upon your celebratory habits.
New year, New Officers, New responsibilities… please
help to support our new Officers to be the best that they
can be thus helping our Lodge be the very best that it
can be. We all have a stake in our success, lets be

Officers
Exalted Ruler

Danny Larsen, PER

Esteemed Leading Knight

David Lewis

Esteemed Loyal Knight

Dave Dante

Esteemed Lecturing Knight

Candace Benzel

Secretary

Paul Lowell, Sr., PER
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Donna Lowell, PER
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Kathy Schulz
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Adam Benzel
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1 Elks Trail
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membership@elkslodge885.org
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2 Year Trustee

Martha Pizzigoni

3 Year Trustee

Denise Heilman

4 Year Trustee

Stephanie Zitsch, PER

5 Year Trustee

Deborah Figel

Justice

(vacant)

To receive a full-color bulletin by email, ask us to
update your email address by sending it to
membership@elkslodge885.org or by visiting
https://www.elkslodge885.org/subscribe. We do not
have current email addresses for everyone!
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Hoop Shoot

- Paul Lowell, Sr., PER

- Francis Bellew, PER

2020-2021 Dues notices have been mailed any changes
please contact me as soon as possible.

Luke Olson came in 3rd place at the
District Hoop Shoot. He shot in the
boys 12-13 year old group.

Also, a friendly reminder that the new 2020-2021
Membership cards do not go in effect until April 1, 2020.
For those who have received the new cards please do
not discard the 2019-2020 cards until after April 1st.
You will have to buzz in if you do.
Please welcome our new members Initiated on February
21st:
• Laura McNicholl
• Bowen Grasso
• JoAnn Deady
• Jennifer Severini
• Michele Waldron
• Luanne Belly (who has joined us from Piscataway
Lodge 2414 on a Transfer Demit)

Committee Chairs
Army of Hope

Danny Larsen, PER

Americanism

(vacant)

Auditing

Kim DeVizio

Buildings and Grounds

David Dante

Soccer Shoot

Charities

Betty A Volker, PDDGER

- Francis Bellew, PER

Drug Awareness

John Pizzigoni

Elks Memorial Day

Danny Larsen, PER

Elks National Foundation

Joann Bataille

Government Relations

Paul Lowell, Sr., PER

Hoop Shoot

Fran Bellew, PER

Lodge Activities

(vacant)

Membership

Paul Lowell, Sr., PER

Parades

Melodie Doremus

Pool

Kim DeVizio

Public Relations

Mike Ryder

Ritual

Betty A. Volker, PDDGER

Scholarships

Fred Hayeck

Soccer Shoot

Fran Bellew, PER

Special Children

Betty A. Volker, PDDGER

Veterans Services

Fran Bellew, PER

Wildwood Convention

Stephanie Zitsch, PER

Youth Activities

Fran Bellew, PER

Youth Tournament

Fran Bellew, PER

How to get new members?
ASK THEM!

On January 11,2020 the State Soccer
Shoot was held. Our one male
contestant did not place in the top 3.
But as a District, Central came in first
place. This means our total number of
contestants scored the highest
number of points, over any other
district. We were awarded the State Trophy again.
Something we have taken home a number of times
through out the years since 2007.
Go Central District! Thanks to the membership for
helping things like this happen.

Public Relations Committee
- Michael Ryder
Each month I automatically send an email and text
message to all committee chairs, officers and
directors, as well as PERs asking for articles for the
next bulletin. Three officers respond regularly. Please
let me know what can I do to make it easier for you all
to send me news to report – there seems to be a lot to
talk about at lodge meetings that never makes it to me.
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Sickness & Distress
- David Lewis, Esteemed Leading Knight
• Gerry Del Piano, PER, is now
home but will be meeting with his
doctors some time this week to
see if more surgery will be
needed.
• Adam Benzel’s father, Michael
Benzel, is recovering from open
heart surgery on 2/11/2020.
Please send me your updates at
dclewis@optonline.net or (908) 227-8228.

Special Children Committee
- Betty Volker, PDDGER
The annual State SCC Golf Outing is scheduled for Monday,
April 27, 2020 at Bunker Hill golf course. Registration is $100
per golfer and includes a luncheon at Edison Lodge.
Our annual Central District Charity Ball was held on February
1 st to recognize our Area 4 Ambassador and Alternate
Ambassador. Watchung Hills Elks had 11 attendees and also
made a generous donation to the event and to the
Ambassadors. There was a full house and all proceeds will
benefit Elks Camp Moore. A very nice article was written and can be seen at
this link: https://www.tapinto.net/towns/edison/sections/giving-back/articles/
elks-annual-special-children-ball-celebrates-heart-touching-cause-3.
Camp Moore applications for the 2020 summer sessions have been submitted
to the SCC administration office and are waiting scheduling. We currently have
12 campers submitted for the 2020 programs. If you know anyone in the
Warren, Watchung, Plainfield areas who may want to join our Special
Children’s family, please contact me.
This year’s send-off picnic for our SCC kids attending Camp Moore will be held
at the lodge on Sunday, May 31, 2020. Volunteers are needed to help cook,
setup, cleanup and mingle with the kids – please let me or Denise Heilman
know what you can help with.
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Boosters
- Echoes Boosters
April 2019
• William Esposito
• Donna Lowell PER
• Paul Lowell Sr. PER
November 2019
• Stephen Terrible PSP
February 2020
• Olaf (Duke) Andersen
• Chris Bellman
• Kenneth Burd
• Daniel Ciarlariello
• Donna Clancy
• Mike Dalton
• George Dealaman, Jr.
• Donna Forman
• Kim Frazier
• Frank Giannelli
• Jane Giannelli
• Pat Guerra
• Bill Heilman
• Bruce Helmstetter
• Linda Helmstetter
• Bridget Horn
• JEB Irvine PER
• Danny Larsen
• Donna Lowell PER
• Paul Lowell, Sr. PER
• Nancy Micou
• Kathleen Olesen
• Ken Pawelek
• Laura Pawelek
• Kathryn Schulz
• Elia Shehady
• William Sorensen
• Ed Staeger
• Paul Steager (thru 2022)
• Vito Truglio
• John Tucker

•
•
•
•
•

Richard Van Jaeckel
Stacy Van Liere
Robert Venitelli
Betty Volker PDD
John Williams

For $10.00 a year, you too can be an Echoes Booster.
Proceeds offset the cost of printing and mailing the
Bulletin. Thanks to those who have already pledged their
support.

Government Relations Committee
- Paul Lowell Sr., PER
Committee Chairperson and Event
Coordinators please submit you reports by
the 25th of the month at the latest so I can
submit them to Grand Lodge.
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Esteemed Lecturing Knight
- Candace Benzel
Wally O’Neil and Candace Benzel represented Watchung Hills Elks Lodge 885 at the 2020 “Sons
of Ireland Polar Bear Plunge” on January 1, 2020 in Asbury Park. The annual charity event
participants jump in the freezing ocean and raise money for two organizations that are selected
every year. This year, 100% of funds raised went to “Mary’s Place by the Sea” and “You Cannot be
Replaced.”
“Mary’s Place by the Sea” is a respite home for women undergoing cancer treatment. They provide
services that complement their medical treatment, including oncology massage, nutritional
education, individual counseling, guided meditation, expressive writing, and yoga therapy. They
offer integrative services to women and provide rest and support during this challenging time in the women’s lives.
“You Cannot be Replaced” is a grassroots
organization that provides education and
raises awareness for teen suicide. Their
goal is to reduce factors that contribute to
crisis while empowering young people
and their families to improve
relationships, communication, and trust.
They also focus on substance abuse
prevention and decision making while
encouraging young people to simplify and
redefine success. Compassion for others,
kindness, and altruism are values that are
encouraged.
Wally and Candace had a great time at
the event and were inspired by the
amazing charities and camaraderie of the
day. They are planing to participate again
on New Years Day 2021 and would like to
form a team of Elks family and friends.
They will also be planning a fundraiser this fall and organizing transportation to the event as well as an after party.
Anyone who is interested in helping or joining the team should reach out to Wally or Candace.
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Notes from our Warren Cub Scouts Pack 182
- Tricia Patricco
The top three speed winners from each Cub Scout
Rank are eligible to attend the District Pinewood Derby
and compete against scouts from other communities.

December
Den 5 & 6 Tiger scouts visited the Food Bank Network
of Somerset county and prepared weekend meal bags
for kids.

Congratulations to all the winners! It was a competitive
and impressive showing from our Scouts.

On Wednesday, December 4, 2019 eleven First-grade
Tiger Scouts from Dens 5 & 6 visited the Food Bank
Network of Somerset County in Bound Brook. The
scouts, their parents and a few siblings worked together
to prepare over 300 weekend meals for the “Feeding
America, Backpack Program”. This program helps
children in need to get nutritious and easy to prepare
meals so they have enough to eat on the weekends,
when school based meals are not available.
This activity, coordinated by Den leaders Michele Araujo
and Susie Chu helped our scouts learn that not every
child may have enough to eat at home. We as a
community can help each other in many ways,
regardless of our age.
Our Pack visited The Chelsea at Warren to visit with the
residents and sing Holiday Carols on December 17th.
During this annual activity our Scouts bring smiles to the
senior citizens as they sing together, and later the
Scouts mingle to share stories and memories with the
residents.

January
Our Pack held its annual Pinewood Derby on January
11, 2020.
The smiles on the faces of our Scouts said it all! Scouts
and Families were excited to compete in our annual
Pinewood Derby, held at Warren Middle School on
Saturday January 11th. In the weeks leading up to the
race, Cub Scouts of all ranks dreamed up, designed
and built their cars with basic tools like coping saws,
files & sandpaper to shape their car’s design from a
standard sized block of pine wood. They then add a
finish, decorations and optimize the car’s axles &
wheels, then add weights to bring the car closest to the
5 ounce maximum racing weight. The creativity and
ideas the Scouts come up with are impressive every
year. Beyond racing for speed alone, our Scouts also
voted for best designs in several different categories.
Some Siblings even joined in the fun with races in their
own category.

Den 2 Wolf Scouts invited a Veteran and a retired Police
Officer from town to their meeting to learn about Service
to Community and to Country on January 14th
On Tuesday, January 14, 2020 Second grade Wolf
Scouts from Den 2 of Pack 182 were fortunate enough
to have two Warren Residents address the Cub Scouts.
The Scouts are working on the “Council Fire”
requirement, which helps them learni about service to
community and country.
Ken Brenn, World War II (1945-1946) & Korean War
(1950-1953) Veteran. Father of 6, grandfather of 14, 60
year of resident of Warren, 4 Term Mayor, former Board
of Education Member, builder and sole donor of our
ballfields behind Town Hall and builder of our former
Pinewood Derby Track. Mr. Brenn was delighted to
speak to the boys about serving our country and what
an honor it is. Additionally, he spoke about strong values
and contributing to your community. He ended the
discussion in saying ‘wake up happy every day, life is a
gift, choose to be happy’. He said he never worked a
day in his life because of this motto.
Dan Lorimor - Sergeant, Watchung Police Department
(25 years)/SWAT Team Leader, (19 years), M.S.,
Retired. A lifelong resident of Warren and Father of 4,
who is currently a School Resource Officer in New
Providence. Mr. Lorimor was an Eagle Scout (Troop
228) and attended his Pack/Den meetings in the very
same school as we hold our meetings, he was nostalgic
about Cub Scouts and how it shaped him as a man. Mr.
Lorimor spoke to the Scouts about service and duty and
depending on your teammates. In his years of service,
he remarked how important it is to operate as a team
and build trust. We spent some time focusing on gun
safety and what you should do if you ever find yourself
in a situation where you come across a gun.
The Scouts then learned about the US Flag Code
passed in 1942 regarding the treatment and display of
the American Flag, and what each fold is representative
of during a military burial. Finally we discussed the
history of Warren and how we all can contribute to our
community.
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3/3
3/8
3/9
3/12
3/14
3/15

Christopher Brindle
Michael Naumoff
Ken Pawelek
William Apgar, Jr.
Cindy Mobus
Joann Bataille
Jason Stasium
Sherri Strauss

3/19
3/21
3/22
3/23
3/26
3/29
3/30

Paul Anderson
William Meller
Gerry DelPiano PER
Mehul Desai
Margaret Grabko
Thomas Kophamel
Frank Caracappa
Francis Bellew PER

MARCH 2020
Find the calendar online at our website: https://www.elkslodge885.org, then click Events and then “Main Calendar”
Sunday
1

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Thursday
5

Meatloaf Dinner
1 – 5 pm

Friday

Saturday

6

7

Lodge Meeting
Officers – 7 pm
General – 8 pm

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner
2 – 6 pm

22

BOD Meeting
7 pm

23

Installation of
Officers
2pm

29

24

Lodge Meeting
Officers – 7 pm
General – 8 pm

25

26

PER Meeting
7 pm

30

Soup and
Sandwich Night
4-8pm

31
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Watchung Hills Elks Lodge #885 is online!
Point your smart-phone's QR-Code reader application (freely available if you don't already have
one) at these images to jump to our sites. Bookmark our website so you can check the Lodge
calendar. "Like" our Facebook page so you can stay in touch with the daily goings-on.

https://www.elkslodge885.org

https://www.facebook.com/elks885

"So Long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks will never forget them."
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