JULY 2021

ECHOES

Volume 57, Issue 5

From the Watchung Hills Elks Lodge 885
Exalted Ruler’s Message
- David Lewis, ER
Here we are in June already and things
are looking up. Our convention in Wildwood was a great success, the weather
was good and it was all-in-all a good time.
The golf outing was a huge success; with
great weather and plenty of volunteers
helping, it turned out to be a great event.
A big round of applause should go out to the golf committee and all the helpers. Not only was there good food and
drink but we ended up raising a lot of money for the Army
of Hope and the Somerset Food bank. Next years event
should be even greater after all the compliments we have
received.
Flag day ceremonies went well with our Warren Pack 182
Cub Scouts who also had their own picnic afterwards.
The pool has been opened and there is a sign-up sheet for
members in the lodge. You should note, there have been a
few changes at the pool. For example, it is now possible for
any Lodge 885 member to visit the pool with or without
guests as often as they like with the purchase of a Day
Pass. Or more economically with a season pass.

Also, the Pool Committee will be hosting a 4th of July Barbecue and Open-House from 1-5pm – bring your swim-suit
and a towel, this is a free event and there will be no
charge for using the pool. Come on down! It should be a
fun pool season. Let’s get together for another great summer at the pool!
Finally, this is a reminder that we are only having one
meeting each month during the summer and the fact that
all General Lodge Meetings will start at 7:30 from now on.

Let’s try to have a great summer and stay healthy through
it all.

Yours in Elkdom,
David Lewis ER
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20 Committees chaired by 14 Members.
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From the Secretary
- Paul Lowell, Sr., PER
As of June 14th there are 29 members who have
not renewed their 2021-2022 membership dues.
Please contact me as soon as possible either by email or leave a message on my cell phone 908-2307303.
If you have not received the new Lodge By-Laws in
the mail please let me know. Booklets were mailed
out to every lodge member on June 1st.

Committee Chairs
Army of Hope

Rosemarie Abate

Americanism

(vacant)

Auditing

Kim DeVizio

Buildings and Grounds

David Dante

Charities

Betty A. Volker, PDDGER

Drug Awareness

John Pizzigoni

Elks Memorial Day

David Lewis, PER

Elks National Foundation

Bridget Horn

Government Relations

Paul Lowell, Sr., PER

Hoop Shoot

Fran Bellew, PER

Lodge Activities

(vacant)

Membership

Paul Lowell, Sr., PER

Parades

Melodie Doremus

Pool

Kim DeVizio

Public Relations

Mike Ryder

Ritual

Betty A. Volker, PDDGER

Scholarships

Fred Hayeck

Soccer Shoot

Fran Bellew, PER

Special Children

Betty A. Volker, PDDGER

Veterans Services

Fran Bellew, PER

Wildwood Convention

Stephanie Zitsch, PER

Youth Activities

Fran Bellew, PER

Youth Tournament

Fran Bellew, PER

Sickness & Distress
- Kathleen Olesen, Esteemed Leading Knight

Please send me your updates at kaolesen@verizon.net
or 732-319-9734.
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Excerpt from “The Elks Magazine”
- Message from the GER, page 4, June 2021
.

Page 3

JULY 2021

https://www.elkslodge885.org/subscribe

Volume 57, Issue 5

Veterans Services Committee
- Fran Bellew, PER, Committee Chair
Are you interested in helping to plan events and collaborating with other lodges
and districts for our Veterans? Please contact me at either 908-405-2922 or
fatbobs1960@gmail.com – I could always use help at all phases of our work.
Many thanks to David Lewis PER, Danny Larsen DD and Pete Seavey for
the last drop-off for our Homeless Veterans Mark Carter and Jovan Wilson of
Edison, who each received a load of goods from the Elks Annex in Stirling
(managed by Elk Kelly Mazzocchi.) A couch, kitchen table and chairs, coffee
and end tables lamps and “Home Kits” that include just about everything to set
up a home for habitation and a box of food.
The drop-off and assembly took about an hour – let us know if you’d like to try
helping with the next one, and change the lives of some homeless veterans.

Youth Services Committee
- Fran Bellew, PER, Committee Chair
The average age of our membership is 62 – it is vital that we connect with young parents and children in our communities to introduce ourselves and show our commitment to community service. Our Youth Services committee is just
one path to those goals and also to encouraging healthy competition between our local youths.
Are you interested in helping to plan events and collaborating with other lodges and districts for the youth in our communities? Soccer Shoot, Hoop Shoot, State Youth Tournament, just to name a few. Please contact me at either 908405-2922 or fatbobs1960@gmail.com – I could always use help at all phases of our work.
We will begin planning dates and resources for this fall’s Hoop Shoot and Soccer Shoot. Volunteers will be needed
to:
• spread flyers to all the local schools, sports teams, town recreation commissions, etc.
• reserve basketball gymnasium at WHRHS
• help running the events – this means registering the kids as they arrive, score-keeping, collecting balls after
the shoots, scoring, etc.

Page 4

JULY 2021

https://www.elkslodge885.org/subscribe

Volume 57, Issue 5

Public Relations Committee
- Michael Ryder, Committee Chair
•
•

•

•

Thanks to Rosemarie Abate for stepping up and chairing the Lodge 885 Army of Hope
Committee!
As announced a few months ago, you can attend our meetings virtually from the comfort of
your home, office or (parked) car.
It was announced at the Lodge 885 GeneralMeeting on May 20 that we will be changing
how people receive this monthly bulletin. Secretary and PER Paul Lowell, Sr. and myself
will be working over the next 3 months to flag every member to receive the bulletin in an
electronic format. This could vastly reduce the amount we spend on paper, printing and
postage by thousands of dollars.

Starting in September by default, every member will get the bulletin by email. You have all of July and August to
contact Paul Lowell to choose one of the following:
1) Email Distribution – confirm by sending your email address to Paul Lowell or by visiting this link:
https://www.elkslodge885.org/subscribe
2) Postal Delivery – confirm by sending your postal mailing address.

•

Paul Lowell, Sr’s Contact information:
◦ Email:
xcg395@verizon.net
◦ Mobile Phone/Text: 908-230-7303

•

Incidentally, in case you weren’t aware – Grand Lodge by-laws specifically state that lodge members are invited
and allowed to attend Officer and Board of Directors’ meetings – now that we offer a ZOOM option you have an
easier way to learn about how your elected officials are running the lodge. Joining information is available for
those who share their email address – contact me for more information (my email and phone are at the bottom
of this page).

▪ 1st Thursday Meetings ZOOM Registration
▪ 3rd Thursday Meetings ZOOM Registration
▪ 3rd Tuesday Board of Directors Registration
•
•
•
•

Do you enjoy taking photographs or videos?
Are you good with social media such as Facebook and Instagram, and want to help run those pages?
Perhaps you are good with websites, graphics editing or flyers?
You’re an expert at using a scanner to preserve old photos!

All Lodge 885 members are welcome to join the Public Relations committee. Text or call me if you’re interested at 908605-0305… or email me at news@elkslodge885.org

Other local, regional and national Elks news (just click if you’re
reading the digital edition of this bulletin!)

•

NJ Elks Central District June 2021 Newsletter

•

NJ Elk, Newspaper, Spring 2021 edition

•

Grand Lodge July 2021 Newsletter

•

The Elks Magazine Online, June 2021
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Do you shop at Amazon?
Click one of the following to donate a portion of Amazon Sales to the Charity of Your Choice
At no extra cost to you!
By clicking on one of the following links, Amazon Smile donates 0.5% of your purchases to the charity of your
choice at no cost to you. Learn more about the Amazon Smile program at this link.

Elks National Foundation Committee
- Bridget Horn, Chairwoman
From Amazon:
“This is the quarterly notification to inform you that AmazonSmile has made a charitable donation to the charity you’ve selected, Elks National Foundation, in the amount of $1,677.30
as a result of qualifying purchases made by you and other customers who have selected
this charity.
Thanks to customers shopping at smile.amazon.com, or with AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon Shopping app, everyday purchases have generated over $293 million in donations to
charities worldwide so far.”
AmazonSmile’s impact:
• $1,419.95 to NJ Elks Special Children's Committee
• $19,311.80 to Elks National Foundation
• $262,635,668.36 to all charities in the US
• $293,003,584.01 to all charities worldwide

Government Relations Committee
- Paul Lowell Sr., PER
It's a new year and Grand Lodge recently opened the window to submit our reports. To all
Charitable Committee Chairpersons, please submit your reports to me as soon as possible
after the event. This also includes any group event that we donate the meeting room or the
lodge grounds for such as American Legion/VFW meetings, PBA/HPBA, Scout meetings,
anything with the local schools, etc.
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Special Children’s Committee
- Betty Volker, PDD
We recently held a pizza party for those who are participating in the Camp Moore Virtual
Program. It was great to see everyone, the food was good and it was a fun way to start off
the summer. Thank you all who attended and thank you to those who helped with setup,
serving and cleanup.

•

•

The Miracle Run is scheduled for July 25, 2021 and the picnic will be held at Old
Bridge Elks Lodge #2229, 67 Old Amboy Rd., Oldbridge. Raffle tickets for a Harley
are on sale for $20.00 each. Remember that all proceeds from this event go to
Camp Moore.

•

The State SCC golf outing will be held at Bunker Hill in September 2021. More information to follow.

The New Jersey State Elks Special Children’s Committee semi-annual fund raiser is the calendar raffle.

The new calendars are out and run from July 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021. The cost is $20.00 each. Please
see me to purchase your calendar raffle.

Deb Case Golf Committee
- Mary Lewis & Kim DeVizio, Co-Chairs
Our Annual Deb Case Golf fundraiser was held at Warrenbrook Golf Course on Friday,
June 11 and was a huge success. We are so grateful for all the golfers and donors who
contributed for tickets, gift-baskets, donations and hole sponsor-ships to raise over
$14,000!
Even though we (Mary and Kim) co-chaired the event, it wouldn’t have been possible without a constellation of volunteers including the Deb Case Golf Committee members: Luann
Belly, Jeanne Cuthie, Deb Figel, Bridget Horn and Kathleen Olesen.
To give you some perspective on all the work, here are some interesting facts and figures: 74 golfers won approximately
60 Tricky-Tray baskets and ate hot dogs, burgers, barbecued-chicken, ribs, salads and desserts. A total of 37 Elk volunteers made it all possible by working for 1,275 hours and droving1,850 miles to setup, grill, cook, bake, clean-up and
man the various holes at the course. Engraved “beer mugs” were awarded to the winning and losing teams, and we had
an ATM on-site at the lodge for the duration. Click here to visit us on Facebook for all the pictures.
The funds will benefit both the Army of Hope and the Somerset County Food Bank. The “Big Check” will be presented to
the Army of Hope on August 6th - stay tuned to find out exactly how much we are donating to the Army of Hope and the
Food Bank, to be announced in a future bulletin.

Page 7

JULY 2021

https://www.elkslodge885.org/subscribe

Volume 57, Issue 5

Warren Cub Scouts Pack 182
- Chris Bellman, Cubmaster
Here are some of the events we held in the past few months –
• Pinewood Derby (5/23)
• BB-gun shooting and Fishing at Dealaman Pond (6/5)
• Pack Picnic (6/13)
We continue to be thankful to the Watchung Hills Elks for sponsoring our Pack and helping to keep Scouting alive
in our youth.
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7/1
7/3
7/5
7/7
7/9
7/10
7/14
7/17

Debbie Metner
Chris Bellman
Linda Helmstetter
Adam Gioia
Kim Frazier
Glenn Goodis
Mary Noll
Pat Guerra
Jeff Leoffler
Frank Giannelli
Ralph Parone

7/18

Bridget Horn
William Sorensen
Kathleen Olesen
Duke Andersen
Craig Slater
Dave Dante
Anthony Hayeck
John Volker PER
Paul Lowell Jr. PER
Kenneth Burd

7/20
7/22
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/28
7/30

JULY 2021
Find the calendar online at our website: https://www.elkslodge885.org, then click Events and then “Main Calendar”
Sunday

4

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

5

6

7

8

9

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

4th at the Pool
1-5 pm
No Charge!

11

Pig Roast
Meeting
7 pm

18

19

20

Lodge Meeting
Officers – 6:30 pm
General – 7:30 pm

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

BOD Meeting
7 pm

25

26

27

REMEMBER: Let Secretary Paul Lowell know whether you are opting for a
mailed or emailed bulletin.
Call: 908-230-7303

OR

Email:xcg395@verizon.net
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Watchung Hills Elks Lodge Bulletin is Moving!
Starting in September, 2021 this bulletin will only be sent by US Post to those members who
specifically request it.
Reference the instructions inside this bulletin (page 5) to find out how you can request continued
mailing of the Lodge 885 bulletin to your address.

Bookmark our website so you can check the Lodge calendar.
"Like" our Facebook page so you can stay in touch with the daily goings-on.

https://www.elkslodge885.org

https://www.facebook.com/elkslodge885

"So Long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks will never forget them."
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