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From the Watchung Hills Elks Lodge 885
Exalted Ruler’s Message
- David Lewis, ER
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the lodge for being able to represent them at the 2021 Grand Lodge Convention in Tampa. This was more than a
chance to see how Grand Lodge work but
also a chance to interact with the Central
District as a whole.
It all started on Sunday with PGER Malcolm J. McPherson
welcoming all the Elks to Tampa. Which included the parade of flags where all the individual states and their presidents marched their state flag onto the central stage, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
This led to an afternoon of speeches and reports about the
Pearl Harbor Fund, Hoop Shoot, Student Scholarship programs, Community Programs, Veteran Services, Drug
Awareness and ENF Programs.
This was a followed by GER Paul R. Ryan speaking about
his past year as the GER and his travels to 22 different
states across the nation. There were fireworks in the harbor that night to celebrate July 4th.
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To receive a full-color bulletin by email, ask us to update your email address by sending it to
membership@elkslodge885.org or by visiting
https://www.elkslodge885.org/subscribe. We do not
have current email addresses for everyone!
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20 Committees chaired by 14 Members.
5 Committees chaired by 1 Member.
2 Vacancies.
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From the Secretary
- Paul Lowell, Sr., PER
We are a popular lodge with eight new applications
received as of July, 6th. We also have three additional candidates awaiting Initiation soon. But we
still have twenty members who have not renewed
their membership this year.
Please contact me as soon as possible either by email or leave a message on my cell phone 908-2307303.

Committee Chairs
Army of Hope

Rosemarie Abate

Americanism

(vacant)

Auditing

Kim DeVizio

Buildings and Grounds

David Dante

Charities

Betty A. Volker, PDDGER

Drug Awareness

John Pizzigoni

Elks Memorial Day

David Lewis, PER

Elks National Foundation

Bridget Horn

Government Relations

Paul Lowell, Sr., PER

Hoop Shoot

Fran Bellew, PER

Lodge Activities

(vacant)

Membership

Paul Lowell, Sr., PER

Parades

Melodie Doremus

Pool

Kim DeVizio

Public Relations

Mike Ryder

Ritual

Betty A. Volker, PDDGER

Scholarships

Fred Hayeck

Soccer Shoot

Fran Bellew, PER

Special Children

Betty A. Volker, PDDGER

Veterans Services

Fran Bellew, PER

Wildwood Convention

Stephanie Zitsch, PER

Youth Activities

Fran Bellew, PER

Youth Tournament

Fran Bellew, PER

Sickness & Distress
- Kathleen Olesen, Esteemed Leading Knight

Please send me your updates at kaolesen@verizon.net
or 732-319-9734.
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Exalted Ruler’s Message, cont’d.
- David Lewis, ER
Day two consisted of more reports and resolutions. This was all leading up to the election of T. Keith Mills as the new
Grand Exalted Ruler for 2021 -2022 and his fellow officers followed by the appointed positions for 2021-2022 as well.
And of course, all this was leading up to a celebration with live music and festivities for all to partake. After this we attended the NJ State Banquet back at the Hotel and a good time was had by all.
Day three was resolution day where 15 resolutions were proposed to the attendees and then voted on. Nine passed and
six failed to go through. One that passed was a proposal to allow lodges to waive annual dues to new members who
were still in school and had been Elk scholarship recipients.
Another proposal was for the GER to grant full membership into the Grand Lodge to Past Exalted Rulers who were unable to attend Grand Lodge Convention in 2020. There were other resolutions pertaining to various statutory requirements to take new electronic tools into account. Lest I say this was an interesting part of the convention.
Day four started off with a memorial service and then proceeded to the installation of all new officers and of course the
newly elected District Deputies from across the nation. There were a lot of happy people following this ceremony including our very own District Deputy for Central District DD Barbara Muller.
I can honestly say that all the fellow Elks we met and were able to sit and chat with were glad to be able to represent
their lodges. Fun time for all.
Mary and I were able to visit with not only Elks but also their spouses or significant others. As we traveled back and forth,
we also visited with friends and relatives we had not been able to see for quite some time. We took advantage of this to
take some time away for ourselves and did some sightseeing to some places we had not been to before. We took a day
trip to Sarasota, then onto Orlando, Universal Studios, Daytona and Darlington racetracks.
On behalf of myself and Mary Thank You for your support as Always!
Yours in Elkdom,
David Lewis

Page 3

AUGUST 2021

https://www.elkslodge885.org/subscribe

Volume 57, Issue 6

Special Children’s Committee
- Betty Volker, PDD
•

The State SCC golf outing will be held at Bunker Hill in September 2021. More information to follow.

•

The New Jersey State Elks Special Children’s Committee semi-annual fund raiser is
the calendar raffle.

The new calendars are out and run from July 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021. The
cost is $20.00 each. Please see me to purchase your calendar raffle.

Government Relations Committee
- Paul Lowell Sr., PER
It's a new year and Grand Lodge recently opened the window to submit our reports. To all
Charitable Committee Chairpersons, please submit your reports to me as soon as possible
after the event. This also includes any group event that we donate the meeting room or the
lodge grounds for such as American Legion/VFW meetings, PBA/HPBA, Scout meetings,
anything with the local schools, etc.

Youth Services Committee
- Fran Bellew, PER, Committee Chair
The average age of our membership is 62 – it is vital that we connect with young parents and children in our communities to introduce ourselves and show our commitment to community service. Our Youth Services committee is just
one path to those goals and also to encouraging healthy competition between our local youths.
Are you interested in helping to plan events and collaborating with other lodges and districts for the youth in our communities? Soccer Shoot, Hoop Shoot, State Youth Tournament, just to name a few. Please contact me at either 908405-2922 or fatbobs1960@gmail.com – I could always use help at all phases of our work.
We will begin planning dates and resources for this fall’s Hoop Shoot and Soccer Shoot. Volunteers will be needed
to:
• spread flyers to all the local schools, sports teams, town recreation commissions, etc.
• reserve basketball gymnasium at WHRHS
• help running the events – this means registering the kids as they arrive, score-keeping, collecting balls after
the shoots, scoring, etc.
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Public Relations Committee
- Michael Ryder, Committee Chair
•
•

•

•

Thanks to Anthony Lowenberg for donating the Disc Golf Goals that are on the grass at the
back patio. Pick up a beverage, a frisbee and give it a shot! Watch this video to get an idea
of how this works: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7Buk1Hn8jM
As announced a few months ago, you can attend our meetings virtually from the comfort of
your home, office or (parked) car.
It was announced at the Lodge 885 GeneralMeeting on May 20 that we will be changing
how people receive this monthly bulletin. Secretary and PER Paul Lowell, Sr. and myself
will be working over the next 3 months to flag every member to receive the bulletin in an
electronic format. This could vastly reduce the amount we spend on paper, printing and
postage by thousands of dollars.

The default method of bulletin delivery starting next month, September, will be by email. You have all of July and
August to contact Paul Lowell to choose one of the following:
1) Email Distribution – confirm by sending your email address to Paul Lowell or by visiting this link:
https://www.elkslodge885.org/subscribe
2) Postal Delivery – confirm by sending your postal mailing address.

•

Paul Lowell, Sr’s Contact information:
◦ Email:
xcg395@verizon.net
◦ Mobile Phone/Text: 908-230-7303

•

Incidentally, in case you weren’t aware – Grand Lodge by-laws specifically state that lodge members are invited
and allowed to attend Officer and Board of Directors’ meetings – now that we offer a ZOOM option you have an
easier way to learn about how your elected officials are running the lodge. Joining information is available for
those who share their email address – contact me for more information (my email and phone are at the bottom
of this page).

▪ 1st Thursday Meetings ZOOM Registration
▪ 3rd Thursday Meetings ZOOM Registration
▪ 3rd Tuesday Board of Directors Registration
•
•
•
•

Do you enjoy taking photographs or videos?
Are you good with social media such as Facebook and Instagram, and want to help run those pages?
Perhaps you are good with websites, graphics editing or flyers?
You’re an expert at using a scanner to preserve old photos!

All Lodge 885 members are welcome to join the Public Relations committee. Text or call me if you’re interested at 908605-0305… or email me at news@elkslodge885.org

Other local, regional and national Elks news (just click if you’re
reading the digital edition of this bulletin!)

•

NJ Elks Central District August 2021 Newsletter

•

NJ Elk, Newspaper, Spring 2021 edition

•

Grand Lodge August 2021 Newsletter

•

The Elks Magazine Online, July/August 2021
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Do you
shop Foundation
at Amazon?Committee
Elks
National

oneHorn,
of theChairwoman
following to donate a portion of Amazon Sales to the Charity of Your Choice
-Click
Bridget
At no extra cost to you!

I know that not everyone can attend our meetings to hear about how our ENF committee supports the
goals of the nationwide ENF. Here’s a summary of what we have been doing with the dollars you’ve
donated to the ENF. We hope this inspires you to continue giving. Contact me if you want to participate and are not sure how to by emailing me at b.horn.0718@gmail.com or by phone at 862-2136126.

Gratitude Grant $2,000.00 - Food Bank Network of Somerset County – We had to change our
original plan of action as proposed in the application to meet the changing needs of the Food
Bank due to Covid-19. In addition to their space being limited, their needs were changing
weekly based on the requests of the people benefiting from the donations. We were notified of the
items needed on a weekly basis and our volunteers would coordinate the food-shopping accordingly. The Food bank informed us that prior to Covid-19 they served on average over 100 families, but now are serving on average over 350 families.
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Elks National Foundation Committee
- Bridget Horn, Chairwoman

Spotlight Grant $ 2000.00 – Veterans Welcome Home kits, Stirling
Annex – Our lodge Members shopped for the requested items from the
East Central Districts chairperson for the Stirling Elks Veteran's annex
and safely brought the items to the annex for Veteran's in need. The items
purchased were for ten Welcome Home kits for Veterans moving into new
homes.

Beacon Grant $3,500.00 Independence for Veterans – Our lodge received a
list for fifty-nine Veterans which we used to purchase winter clothing, slippers
and toiletries for them. Our volunteers shopped safely for the toiletries and
flannels and shopped online for the bulk of our items. We organized the items
and put them in bags with name tags for each of our recipients.
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Army of Hope Committee
- Rosemarie Abate, Committee Chair
The Mission Statement of the NJ Elks Army of Hope: “To assist our Active Military Servicemen and women,
those severely Wounded in the line of duty, and our Fallen Hero families whose loved ones were killed in the
line of duty.”
The work of the committee through your donations, have helped many soldiers and families from losing heat in
the winter, being removed from housing and many other daily survival needs. We support job fairs to help the
many veterans and soldiers get jobs as they return to civilian life or just get back on their feet. They need our
help in so many ways.
The 16th Annual Army of Hope picnic is this September, Sunday the 12th from 12-5PM. Please see the flyer below – you can purchase tickets directly by calling or texting me at 908-727-3594.
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8/1
8/3
8/4
8/5
8/6

8/8
8/9
8/12
8/14

John Lee Williams
Laura McNicholl
Ricardo Ocetnik
Janice Wargo
Gary Cernuto
Tina Engler
Glen Kusmick
Lillian Obszanski
Janet Borkowski
Jim Kerr PER
Owen Smith
Kelly Lowell

8/15

Pia Grant PER
Rich Van Jaeckel
Rita DeFilippis
Karen Tortorelli
Barney Coughlin PER
Rich Pasquarella
Tracy Fennimore
Rich Stites
Mike McNicholl
Sinead Conlon
Niro Garcia
Melodie Doremus
Donna Forman

8/16
8/17
8/18
8/21
8/22
8/24
8/27
8/30
8/31

AUGUST 2021
Find the calendar online at our website: https://www.elkslodge885.org, then click Events and then “Main Calendar”
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

19

20

21

Pool Committee
Meeting
7 pm

15

16

17

18

Lodge Meeting
Officers – 6:30 pm
General – 7:30 pm

BOD Meeting
7 pm

22

23

24

25

26

LUAU PARTY
$10/adult – 1-5 pm
includes food/drink

27

Pig Roast
Meeting
6:30 pm

29

30

NEW MEMBER
INITIATION
7 pm

31

REMEMBER: Let Secretary Paul Lowell know whether you are opting for a
mailed or emailed bulletin.
Call: 908-230-7303

28

OR

Email:xcg395@verizon.net
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Watchung Hills Elks Lodge Bulletin is Moving!
Starting in September, 2021 this bulletin will only be sent by US Post to those members who
specifically request it.
Reference the instructions inside this bulletin (page 5) to find out how you can request continued
mailing of the Lodge 885 bulletin to your address.

Bookmark our website so you can check the Lodge calendar.
"Like" our Facebook page so you can stay in touch with the daily goings-on.

https://www.elkslodge885.org

https://www.facebook.com/elkslodge885

"So Long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks will never forget them."
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